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Marines Plant Flag 
On Iwo Jima Height 
After Gallant Attack 


Casualties Grow As Battle 
Rages Furiously; Yanks 
Drive For Airfield 


PACIFIC FLEET HEADQUAR- 
TERS, Guam, Feb. 23—Hard-driv- 
ing U. S. Marines, making Leather- 
neck history in the to’ 
the corps has ever fo t; stormed 
throught bristling Japanese defenses 
up the slope of Mt. Suribachi on Iwo 
Jima and planted the American flag 
on the summit today. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz con- 
densed the drama of the gallant 
charge into this special communi- 
que: "The 28th Regiment of United 
States Marines was cbserved raising 
the American flag on the summit 
of Mt. Suribachi on Iwo Island at 
10:35 AM today.” 

The flag upon the crater’s rim 
at the top of the 540-foot volcano 
signalized the end of one phase of 
the bitter five-day struggle. It gave 
the Americans dominance of the 
southern tip of the embattled little 
island. Even fiercer fighting, how- 
ever, was going on at the northern 
half where the main elements of 
three Marine divisions were prac- 
tically stalemated in their drive 
upon Iwo’s central airfield. 

The Marines were paying the Pa- 
cific’s highest price. Their casual- 
ties were announced by the Navy 
as 5,372 in the first 58 hours of 
fighting. Of these, 644 men were 
killed, 4,168 wounded and 560 miss- 
ing. Most of the battling for Mt. 
Suribachi came after this. During 
the same 58-hour period, a total of 
1,222 enemy dead were counted. 

Heavy rains were falling on Iwo 
Jima as the Marines fought their 
way up the volcano’s slopes against 
every kind of fire. Its capture eli- 
minated a threat to the rear of the 
Devil Dog divisions attempting to 
drive north where the main strength 
of the enemy garrison is dug in. 

The volcano cone had been en- 
circled by the 4th Marine Division 
under Maj. Gen. Clifton B. Cates. 
For 48 hours the Marines edged up 
45-degree cliffs despite grenades and 
demolition charges hurled into their 
faces. The defenders fought fana- 
tically from dugouts, and the Yanks 
had to push forward hole by hole 
and cave by cave with flame-throw- 
ers, grenades and rifles. 

In the battle for the central air- 
field, the Marines were reported in 
the communique to have made only 
slight gains against fierce resist- 
ance. The Japanese launched two 
strong counterattacks from the air- 
port area late in the day. 

Vice Admiral John Hoover, com- 
mander of the forward areas of the 
Central Pacific, commented today 
that the Iwo battle was "the tough- 
est encountered in the Pacific.” 

Hoover also revealed that the 
American pesition appeared to be 

(Continued on page 2) 








Night Life Curfew 
May End With War 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (UP) 
—A high official hinted today 
that War Mobilizer James 
Byrnes’ midnight curfew on 
night life effective Feb. 26 may 
last until the end of the war in 

. after Government 
sources declined to say whether 
it would be lifted with the ad- 
vance of the warm weather and 
the subsequent drop in coal con- 
sumption. 

One official replying to a query 
as to how long it would last said: 
"Ask Mr. Adolf Hitler.” He 
added that it was all well for 
prohibitionists to applaud the 
curfew but emphas that 
Byrnes was promipted by the coal 
shortage and not by the need 
for "saving our souls.” 


U. S. Troops Land 
On Isle Near Luzon 


MANILA, Feb, 23 — American) 
troops have landed on Capul 
Island in San Bernardino Straits 
between southern Luzon and north- 
ern Samar in the central Philip- 
pines, General Douglas MacArthur’s 
communique announced today. 

The landing was made by 10th 
Corps units of the 8th Army, the 
Associated Press reported. Dough- 
boys of the American Division, 
heroes of the Solomons, were mop- 
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ping up the Japanese on Capul, 
who were offering little resistance. 
The purpose of the invasion of 
the tiny island was to clear the 
straits through which the main 
navigation from the United States 
to Manila Bay must pass. This is 
the most direct route through the 
Philippines. It was in San Bernar- 
dino Strait that one prong of the 
Japanese Imperial Fleet steamed 
in an attempt to smash American 
shipping off Leyte last October. 
There the Americans blasted most 
of the enemy’s warships. 

Capul Island is 260 air miles from 
Manila, where the steady reduction 
of the remaining Japanese defend- 
ers was proceeding. A terrific artil- 
lery bombardment of the old walled 
city was opened near the bay, while 
in the shattered southern part of 
the capital 37th Division Infantry- 
men seized Manila Hotel after wip- 





9th, 1st Armies Reported 
In New Push Aiming 
At Rhine, Ruhr 


SHAEF, Feb. 23—The German 
News Agency reported today that 





had launched their expected big 
offensives aimed at the Rhine and 
the Ruhr. BBC and CBS also re- 
ported the new offensive tonight. 

The long-idle American $th Army 
of Lt. Gen. William H. Simpson and 
the Ist Army of Lt. Gen. Courtney 


.H. Hodges were reported to have 


jumped off along the line of the 
Roer River in the Duren-Julich- 
Linnich area after a three-hour 
barrage from thousands of guns. 
Later German reports said that the 
Americans had established several 
bridgeheads on the east bank of the 
Roer to the north of Julich and an- 
other to the north of Duren along 
the road leading to Birkesdorf. 

The German News Agency also 
announced that Field Marshal Sir 
Bernard L. Montgomery’s forces had 
begun a new breakthrough attempt 
between the Maas and the Rhine 
after a "mighty barrage during 
which 60,000 to 100,000 shells were 
fired in a few hours.” 

Tanks and infantry were em- 
ployed in the 9th Army assault, the 
Germans said, in declaring that 
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s 
forces’ “immediate counter-offen- 
sive engaged the Americans” and 
that bitter fighting was in progress. 
SHAEF had no comment to make 
on the reports. 

A Reuter’s military correspondent 
said that in the absence of any 
confirmation from Allied sources 
it is advisable to withhold judg- 
ment as to the scope and objectives 
of the reported new offensive. He 
declared that it was still too early 
to say whether the Germans were 
basing their report on a real of- 
fensive or on localized attacks of 
unusual strength. 

However, a broad hint that a 
major Allied offensive on the west- 
ern front is impending came from 
Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson 
in Washington yesterday, according 
to Army News Service. 

"IT may say that officers in the 
War Department who have recently 
been with our troops in that theater 
have been much impressed with the 
confidence of the entire command 
in their ability to carry through an 
aggressive campaign,” he said. He 
added that there "are no serious 
difficulties now regarding supplies 
in the forward dumps of the vari- 
ous armies” and that the number 
of American divisions has been con- 
stantly on the increase since the 
opening of the port of Antwerp 





(Continued on page 8) 
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Turks Declare War On Axis 





LONDON, Feb. 23 (AP)—Turkey 
declared war on Germany and Ja- 
pan tonight with the disclosure 
that the Allied price for nations 
wanting a seat at the San Francisco 
conference was for them to take up 
os against the Axis before March 


The startling Turkish announce- 
ment for the first time brought 
Russia directly into the front 
against Japan. It said that the 
British Ambassador submitted a 
memorandum stating that “in ac- 
cordance with the decision taken 
by the three great Allied leaders, 
those nations will be considered 
associative nations by the side of 
the United Nations which will have 
declared war on‘the Axis powers 
before March 1, 1945.” 

It appeared significant that the 
Ankara announcement mentioned 
specifically "Axis powers,” as the 
communique issued after the Cri- 
mea Conference mode no mention 
that the war against Japan had 








been brought up in the talks with 
Marshal Joseph Stalin. 

The Turkish Foreign Minister told 
the Assembly that the Turkish Gov- 
ernment "has reached the conclus- 
ion that the acceptance of Great 
Britain’s request to declare war 
would be entirely in keeping with 
our alliance and would serve the 
interests of the policy which we 
have unfalteringly followed always 
and of which we have established 
many proofs and manifestations. 

”Therefore our Government has 
informed the Ambassador of our 
ally, Great Britain, that the ques- 
tion of declaring war on Germany 
and Japan and the other question 
of adherence to the United Nations 
declaration would be submitted to 
your approval.” 

The Turkish Assembly also voted 
unanimously to adhere to the Uni- 
ted Nations declaration. 








Turkey’s declaration of war, 
against Germany and Japan, plac-| 


ing her definitely beside the United 
Nations, ends a question that has 
bothered diplomats repeatedly since 
vegining of the war. 

In 1939—when Hitler marched 
into Poland—it seemed certain that 
Turkey would join England and 
France. But she didn’t. And dur- 
ing the ensuing years she became 
the most courted neutral in the 
world—by both Axis and Allied dip- 
lomats. 

Since last May, when she stopped 
chrome exports to Germany, the 
trend had been definitely in favor 
of the Allies. Last August, she broke 
diplomatic relations with both Ber- 
lin and Vichy France. Last Jan. 8 
she broke with Japan and later in- 
terned 40 Jap diplomats who failed 
to leave Ankara within a specified 
time. Yestercay came the war 
declaration. 

Many foreign observers had ex- 
pected Turkey’s war declaration 
against the Axis in 1941. 





Allied forces on the western front} . 





LIAISON 


Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur 
Tedder, Deputy Supreme Com- 
mander in Chief under Gen- 
eral Eisenhower, is now in 
charge of liaison between the 
Allied armies on the east and 
west fronts, Reuter’s reported. 


1,900 U. $. Planes 
Hit Nazi Transport 


LONDON, Feb. 23—At least 20 
marshalling yards and other rail 
targets deep in southeastern Ger- 
many were blasted today, by 1,900 
American planes, continuing the 
gigantic air offensive to knock out 
the Nazi transport system and 
clear the way for the armies rolling 
toward Berlin from both sides, the 
Associated Press reported. 
Participated in the assault, 
escorted Flying Fortresses and 
Liberators of the 15th AAF, op- 
erating for the eleventh straight 
day bombed railyards in Austria 
and northern Italy. The targets in- 
cluded Woergel, north of Inns- 
bruck, a junction of rail lines to 
Munich and Vienna; yards at 
Klagenfurt and Villach, just over 
the Italian border; Knittelfield, 130 
miles southwest of Vienna on the 
main line to Italy; and Bruck, 100 
miles south of Vienna. 

In Italy, Liberators bombed yards 
at Verona at the foot of the Bren- 
ner line and yards at Udine. 

More than 1,250 Fortresses and 
Liberators, escorted by 650 fighters, 
following the same pattern as yes- 
terday’s pepper pot blitz against 
central Germany, spread out in 
small formations to attack wide- 
spread targets from 6,000 to 12,000 





eet. 
Meanwhile, there was every indi- 
(Continued,.on page 8) 


Underground Explosion 
Rocks Corregidor Island 


CORREGIDOR, Feb. 22 (Delayed) 
(AP)—AlIl Corregidor shuddered to- 
day when the Japanese touched off 
a mighty underground explosion. 
Some American soldiers were bur- 
ied alive by an avalanche as the 
blast loosed great chunks of solid 
rcck of Malinta Hill. Flames flashed 
from the openings of three tunnels. 
A hundred soldiers dashed into the 
bay to escape flying rocks and boul- 
ders. 

Whether the Japanese tried to 
destroy the Americans or attempted 
a erandiose suicide was still not 











clear. 





Red Army Fights In Guben; 
Reich Gets Pepper Pot Blitz; 
West Drive Said Under Way 


Poznan Cleared As Soviets 
Bag Another 23,000 
German Prisoners 


MOSCOW, Feb. 23 (AP) — The 
Red Army’s 27th birthday was 
grimly celebrated today with violent 
fighting from the Baltic to the 
Danube, but the eyes of Russia were 
centered on the battle of the Neisse 
River on the southeastern ap- 
proaches to Berlin. 

The Russians have driven into 
the fringes of Guben, junction and 
fortress town guarding the south- 
east path to Berlin, the German 
radio admitted today. It added that 
some Soviet shock troops had suc- 
ceeded in reaching the west bank 
of the Neisse which runs through 
Guben, 58 miles southeast of Berlin. 

In an Order of the Day, Marshal 
Stalin tonight announced the 
complete liberation of Poznan, 130 
miles east of Berlin. Marshal Zhu- 
kov’s forces had bypassed the 
Polish city, German-held bastion, 
in their dash across the Reich 
frontier. The siege was ended to- 
day with the capture of 23,000 and 
the killing of 25,000. Among the 
prisoners was Maj. Gen. Mathern, 
garrison commander, and his staff. 
The a of the town freed a 
large numBer of Russian troops 
for the assault on Berlin. 

Marshal Ivan Koniev, using artil- 
lery “fists” to smash at the enemy’s 
fortified points along 50 miles of 
the river, pressed hard for control 
of springboards on the west bank. 
Koniev'’s heaviest assaults were 
mounted today in the areas of Gu- 
ben, Forst, Weisswasser and Gorlitz, 
all controlling vital communications 
from which to outflank Berlin. 
Guben, on the east side of the 
Neisse, eight miles south of the 
middle Oder bend, was increasingly 
threatened with encirclement. 
Schenkendorf, less than two miles 
south of Guben, was captured yes- 
terday. Koniev’s men took command 
of the east bank of the Neisse all 
the way south to Leipa today, with 
Strega, Gross-Sarchen, Teuplitz and 
Triebel taken. 

With Koniev’s troops reported to 
have reached the river in force on 
either side of Guben, the enemy 
appeared willing to turn the big 


(Continued on page 8) 


5th Retains Gains 
As Germans Resist 


By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH AMERICAN TROOPS IN 
THE MT. BELVEDERE SECTOR, 
Feb. 23—Traveling by foot, horse- 
drawn wagon and vehicle, German 
troops have hastily been brought up 
to this mountainous battleground in 
an effort to retake the Belvedere- 
Torraccia hill mass dominating the 
Pistoia-Modena Road, T sened in- 
terrogation has revealed. 
Despite mounting counterattacks 
at many key points along the nine- 
mile perimeter of the newly-won 
high ground, all gains were held 
yesterday and 5th Army troops 
Slightly extended their positions in 
the extreme northwest on Mt. Bella 
Torraccia, a 3,500-foot peak, and in 
the saddle between Belvedere and 
the razor-like Riva Ridge. 
Brazilian troops, supporting the 
attack, took Mt. Castello Tuesday 
evening and yesterday captured the 
village of Abetaia and generally con- 
solidated their positions. The cap- 
ture of Castello was made over 
ground on which many a Brazilian 
soldier had fallen in attempts some 
months ago to take the hill. 
Riva Ridge, whose capture five 
days ago by specially-trained Ameri- 
can troops climbing almost sheer 














(Continued on page 8) 





Page 2 


THE STARS AND STRIPES WEEKLY 


Seturday, February 24, 1945 





Red Army 27th Anniversary 
Hailed Colortully In Rome 


Men From Many Nations 
Honor Soviet Soldiery 
in Gala Ceremonies - 


ROME, Feb. 23—The 27th anni- 
versary of the founding of the Red 
Army was observed here today with 
a parade and inspection in Piazza 
Venezia and a reception at the So- 
viet Embassy. 

During the day, Premier Ivanoe 
Bonomi of Italy sent this message of 
congratulations to Marshal Stalin, 
Supreme Commander of the Red 
Army: 

"The Italian Government sends 
its fervent salute to the Soviet Army 
which is celebrating its founding 
in the light of great victories that 
are designed to destroy forever the 
monstrous dreams of Nazism and 
Fascism and to free the world from 
their threat.” 

At the Embassy reception this 
afternoon Allied military leaders, 
the diplomatic corps and members 
of the Italian Government turned 
out to pay tribute to the Red Army 
on its birthday. 

The palace on Via Gaeta, where 
the Soviet Embassy is housed, was 
a brilliant picture with hosts and 
guests in multi-colored uniforms 
filling the spacious rooms with their 
brilliantly lit chandeliers and their 
brightly colored hangings and fur- 
nishings. 

As the hundreds oi guests entered 
they were received by Soviet Am- 
bassador Mikhail Kostylev and his 
wife. In two of the large rooms 
there were long lines of tables where 
old-fashioneds and vodka were 
served with canapes, including, of 
course, caviar 

Among the American guests were 
Lt. Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Dep- 
uty Supreme Allied Commander, 
Mediterranean; Maj. Gen. Otto C. 
Nelson, Deputy Commander, MTO- 
USA; American Ambassador Alex- 
ander C. Kirk; President Roosevelt’s 
personal representative to the Vati- 
can Myron C. Taylor; Brig. Gen. 
Thoburn. K. Brown, head of the 
Rome Area Allied Gommand. 

At this morning’s parade, Rus- 
sian, French, British and American 
detachments in Rome took part. 
The ceremony was reviewed by Maj. 


Gen. Adrian Z. Vasilev, USSR rep-| st 


resentative on the Advisory Coun- 
cil for Italy; Maj. Gen. Alexei P. 
Kislenko, military representative for 
the USSR to the Allied Commission; 
General Brown, Brig. Gen. DeGau- 
mont LeCouteulx, commander of 
the French troops in Rome; Brig. 
Alban Low, commander of British 
troops in Rome; Rear Admiral El- 
lery W. Stone, Chief Commissioner 
of the Allied Commission; Maj. Gen. 
L. Browning of the AC. 


Soviet-Freed hisedeons 
To Be Repatriated Soon 


MOSCOW, Feb. 23 (AP)—Home 
for the first time in many months 
appeared to be approaching reality 
today for U. S. soldiers liberated by 
the Red Army in western Poland. 

In cooperation with the Red 
aumy, the United States military 
mission to the Soviet Union is now 
at work on the quick transfer of the 
former prisoners of war liberated by 
the Red Army. 








PACIFIC 


(Continued from page 12) 








“doomed” one fateful hour on D- 
day. He said the Marines encoun- 
tered little fire on going ashore be- 
cause the Japanese thought the 
landing on the southern beach was 
a feint. Three hours later, however, 
the Japs swung mortars and how- 
itzers into place and began sweep- 
ing the bexches. 

"It was a serious moment,” Hoo- 
ver said, "and for a while the posi- 
tions on the beach appeared to be 
doomed, but later the same day we 
discovered an area far to the south 
where we could penetrate through to 
the southern airfield out of range 
of the heaviest gunfire.” 

Fifth Fleet battleshins’ guns ham- 
mered relentlessly at Iwo’s defenses 
for the seventh straight day. Star 
Shells illuminated the battlefields 
each night. 

Japanese swimmers made a wild 
attack upon American forces on the 
western beaches last night. Admiral 
Nimitz said. They were mopped up 
this mornine after attempting to 
charge the Marines from the rear. 
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pay tribute to the prowess of Russia’s fighting men on the 27th 
anniversary of the Red Army. (Staff Photo by Sgt. Tewksbury) 





Stalin Repo 


rts 40-Day Drive 


Cost Nazis 1,150,000 Troops 


MOSCOW, Feb. 23—In a special 
Order of the Day issued late last 
night to commemorate the 27th an- 
niversary of the Red Army today, 
Marshal Stalin announced 800,000 
Germans have been killed and 
350,000 captured on the east front in 
the past 40 days. 

"The first consequence of the suc- 
cesses of our winter offensive,” the 
Order said, ’was that they thwarted 
the offensive of the Germans in 
the west, which aimed at the seizure 
of Belgium and Alsace, and enabled 
our Allies in their turn to launch 
an offensive against the Germans 
and thus to link up their offensive 
operations in the west with the of- 
fensive of the Red Army in the 


"Within 40 days of their offensive 
in January and February, 1945, our 
troops ejected the Germans from 
300 towns, captured about 100 war 
plants manufacturing tanks, air- 
craft, armaments and ammunition, 
occupied over 2,400 rallway stations 
and seized a network of railways 
totaling over 9,000 miles. 

"Within this short period, Ger- 
many lost over 350,000 officers and 
men in prisoners and not less than 
800,000 in killed. 

MATERIEL SEIZED 

*During the same period, the Red 
Army destroyed or seized about 
3,000 German aircraft, over 4,500 
tanks and self-propelled guns and 
no less than 12,000 guns. 

"The Hitlerites boasted that for 
more than 100 years no single en- 
emy soldier had set foot within 
Germany’s borders and that the 
German Army had fought and 
would fight only on foreign soil. 
Now an end has been put te this 
German bragging. 

"In the fourth year of the war, 
the Red Army has grown stronger 
and mightier than ever before. Its 
combat equipment has been further 
ag momen and its mastery of fight- 
ng increased many times. 

"Comrades, Red Army men, sail- 
ors of the Red Fleet, sergeants, offi- 
cers and generals: The complete 
victory over the Germans now is 
near. But victory never comes of 


12th AAF Mitchells Hit 
Bridges Near Brenner 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 
23—B-25 Mitchells of a 12th AAF 
wihg commanded by Brig. Gen. 
Robert D. Knapp ranged within 12 
miles of the Brenner Pass to bomb 
two bridges near the little town of 





Campo. while MATAF fighter 
bombers again concentrated on 
communicati targets in north 


and northeast Italy. 

One of the bridges at Campo, 
which is farther north than any 
target ever hit by the Mitchells, 
suffered probable hits, while other 
mediums were successful in their 
assaults on bridges along the Bren- 
ner route. Mustangs, hitting the 
Gorizia rail yard in northern Italy, 
destroved five rail cars and dam- 
aged 20 others and 12 locomotives. 





itself. It is won in hard battles 
and by persistent labor. 

"The doomed enemy is hurling 
his last strength into the battle, 
resisting desperately to escape stern 
retribution. 

"He is grasping and will grasp 
at the most extreme and base 
measures. Therefore, it should be 
borne in mind that the nearer our 
victory the greater must be our ven- 
geance and the heavier our blows 
at the enemy.” 


20 SALVOS 


Stalin then went on to salute the 


armed forces in the name of the 
Soviet Government and the Com- 
munist party. He ordered that the 
"great victories attained this year” 
be celebrated tonight at 2000 hours 
by the firing of 20 salvos in Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kiev, Minsk, Petroza- 
vodsk, Tallinn, Riga, Vilna, Kish- 


inev, Tiflis, Stalingrad, Sevastopol, 


Odessa and Lwow. 


The order ended with words that 


have become familiar in Stalin’s 
major pronouncements in the course 
of the war: 

"Hail to our victorious Red Army! 
Hail to our victorious fleet! Hail to 
the mighty Soviet mother country! 
Everlasting glory to the heroes who 
have fallen for the liberation of our 
mother country!” 

Finally there was the phrase that 
has been at the end of every Stalin 
Order of the Day, and as always 
it was in capital letters: "DEATH 
TO THE GERMAN INVADERS!” 


Emergency 


STOCKHOLM, Feb. 23 (AP) — 


The German military have declared 
a state of emergency in all Denmark 
with curfew from 2000 to 0500 hours 
daily, the Free Danish Press Service 
reported. 









Iwo Assault 
Hardest Test 
For Marines 











WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
Lt. Gen. Holland M. Smith, com- 
mandant of the Marines in the Pa- 
cific, who’ is leading in person their 
attack upon Iwo Jima, commented 
in an interview on the embattled 
island today that the Americans will 
capture it no matter what the cost. 

General Smith said the battle was 
"the most difficult problem with 
which the Marine Corps has been 
confronted in 168 years, but we ex- 
pect to take this island, and while 
it will be at a severe cost it is our 
assigned mission.” 

He said that the island was so 
small it was almost impossible to 
maneuver ground forces, and there- 
fore frontal attacks on strongly for- 
tified Japanese positions were neces- 
sary. 

The general was deadly serious as 
he spoke, newsmen commented. His 
lips were set in a firm line and his 
voice low-pitched. 

"We are up against a very tough 
proposition,” he said. "We antici- 
pated a severe battle, and we are 
making slow progress. The beaches 
caused very serious difficulties due 
to their character. 

"There is a large amount of 
wreckage on the beach due to the 
destruction of our boats in the land- 
ing operations. In spite of the great 
difficulties, however, there have 
been sufficient water rations and 
ammunition to carry on thé battle. 

"Casualties have not been greater 
than I anticipated. It is my con- 
sidered opinion that the naval gun- 
fire and air support since D-day 
have been all we could expect.” 

Smith said the Japanese have 
been living in underground tunnels 
and caves. 

"It must not be forgotten that 
the Japs consider Iwo Jima as their 
homeland,” he said. "There is every 
indication that the fanatical enemy 
will fight to the bitter end.” 


McNarney Spends 
Busy Day In Rome 


ROME, Feb. 23—Lt. Gen. Joseph 
T. McNarney, Deputy Supreme Al- 
lied Commander, Mediterranean 
Theater of Operations, this morn- 
ing attended a parade and review 
at the Piazza Venezia of Russian, 
American, British and French 
troops in celebration of the 27th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Red Army. 

Following the parade, General 
McNarney visited the infantry re- 
conversion center on the outskirts 
of the city where he had lunch 
with Brig. Gen. L. J. Jaynes, com- 
manding general of the Replace- 
ment Training Command. Later in 
the afternoon, the general called 
at the Soviet Embassy for cock- 
tails, He dined with Alexander C. 
Kirk, the American Ambassador 
to Italy. General McNarney is ex- 
pected to return to his headquar- 
ters tomorrow. 

Maj. Gen. Otto C. Nelson, Deputy 
to the Commanding General, 
MTOUSA, who accompanied Gen- 
eral McNarney on his tour today, 
took time out this morning to visit 
the Stars and Stripes plant. Gen- 
eral Nelson inspected all the de- 
partments and complimented the 








staff ona job well done. 


Bidault Accepts Bid 
To Air Anglo-French 
Problems In London 


PARIS, Feb. 23 (UP) — French 
Foreign Minister Georges Bidaujt 
has accepted an invitation to Visit 
London shortly as guest of the Brit. 
ish Government, it was announceg 
today. 

The visit was said to be well. 
timed, coming at a moment when 
Anglo-French relations showed 
signs of strain as a result of the Big 
Three’s failure to invite Gen, 
Charles de Gaulle, chief of the 
French Provisional Government, to 
the Yalta conference. 

Indications were that Bidault, 
Foreign Secretary Eden and perhaps 
Prime Minister Churchill would 
meet and-discuss points of the Cri. 
mea Conference on which France 
has asked elucidation. 

No specific date for the French 
foreign minister’s visit has been an. 
nounced but it was presumed he 
would not go to London before the 
end of the Crimea debate in the 
House .of Commons. 

Informed French circles believed 
the ~¥-y"" purpose of the talks 
will to obtain an agreement on 
pars for the occupation of the 

ineland and on the partition of 
Germany. 

The French Government already 
is a ee with the Rus- 
Sian v t on the matter as a 
result of Gaulle’s recent visit to 
Moscow, but for some time the 
French have been anxious for a 
similar exchange of views with the 
British. 

The French do not know exactly 
how Britain stands with regard to 
French plans for full military oc- 
cupation of the Rhineland. It also 
was assumed the whole field of the 
future of European and world se- 
curity will be discussed, with Eden 
acting as the Big Three’s spokes- 
man. 

At present, there is no reason to 
believe the talks will result in the 
conclusion of an Anglo - French 
agreement, but they will serve to 
iron out a number of difficulties 
which stand in the way. 





SATISFIED 


PARIS, Feb. 23 (AP) — France {s 
satisfied—so far—with the position 
accorded her in the postwar world 
by the Crimea Conference, an auth- 
orized Quai d’Orsay official said yes- 
terday. 

Some additional information on 
the Yalta decisions has been re- 
ceived from ambassadors in Wash- 
ington, Moscow, and London in 
reply to French inquiries. These 
answers indicated the Big Three 
powers want to give France full 
equality of status in deciding ques- 
tions before the United Nations, 
the official said. 

The official said that information 
on some questions raised by the 
French Government has not been 
received and that France is reserv- 
ing decision on the San Francisco 
United Nations conference until this 
information is received. 


Doriot’s End 


LONDON, Feb. 23 (UP) —- The 
German News Agency announced 
today that Jacques Doriot, French 
arch-collaborator and rabid hater 
of America, had been killed during 
an Allied low-level raid on south- 
western Germany. The dispatch 
described Doriot as "President of 
the French Committee fc° Libera- 
tion and Fuehrer of the French 





People’s party.” 








Iwo Beaches Scene Of Devastation 








WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
The invasion beach of Iwo Jima, 
stormed four days ago by U. S. Ma- 
rines in the face of blistering Japa- 
nese mortar and artillery fire, to- 
day is the scene of indescribable 
wreckage, all of it ours, said a dis- 
patch today from S-Sgt. David 
Dempsey, Marine Corps combat cor- 
respondent. 

For two miles, extending north 
from Mt. Suribachi at the southern 
tip of the island, a thick layer of 
debris and wrecked hulls of boats 
testify to the price we paid to get 
troops ashore during the first two 
days and nights. 

Here is Sgt. Dempsey’s eyewitness 
report from the stormy little island: 

Long before we landed, Japanese 
artillery, rockets and heavy mortars 
laid a curtain of fire along the 
shore. They couldn’t miss and they 
didn’t. 

The volcanic sand on the beach 
was so soft that many of our ve- 
hicles mired down before they had 
gone ten feet. In addition. the ter- 
race a few yards from the water 
hampered our movements so they 





became easy prey for the Jap gun- 
ners. 


Only a few trucks got ashore and 
for two days practically all supplies 
were moved by hand to the front. 
Even the unconquerable jeep got 
stuck. 

One can see amphibian tractors 
turned upside down like pancakes 
on a griddle, derricks brough: ashore 
to unload cargo tilted at insane 
angles where shells blasted them, 
antitank guns smashed before they 
hed a chance to fire a shot. 

The artillery could not be landed 
for 24 hours. Packs, clothing, = 
masks and toilet articles, many rip- 
ped by shrapnel, are scattered across 
the sand for five miles. Rifles are 
blown in half, even letters are 
strewn among the debris as though 
the war insisted on prying into a 
man’s personal life. Scattered amid 
the wreckage is death. 

Perhaps the real heroes of this 
battle are the coxswains who steered 
the landing boats through a gaunt- 
let of fire and who didn’t get back. 
There are unloading parties who for 
one ‘entire day unloaded hardly a 





boat, because few boats made it. 
Instead they hugged the beach while 
shells bit into the sand all around 
them. 

On D-day beach parties suffered 
heavy casualties killed and 
wounded. and evacuation sta- 
tions couldn’t move up to the com- 
parative safety of the forward area. 
Our battalion aid station lost eleven 
of its corpsmen in the first two days. 

The officer in charge of a tank 
wees | boat received a direct shell 
hit while trying to free a boat from 
the sand. He was blown in half. 

Marines killed on the beach were 
buried under -the sand as the tide 
came in. , 

On the third day we began to get 
vehicles and supplies ashore in 
quantity. Wire matting made the 
beach passable and naval gunfire 
— out most of the Jap artil- 
ery. 

It was a miracle that we were 
able at first to’supply the troops at 
all. The bovs who did it deserve 4 
medal. but a Int of them won't be 
sround when the medals are passed 
ou 
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ALABAMA 





A tornado Which last week began in Mississippi and twisted eastward crashed into Mont- 
gomery, Ala., killing 26 people, injuring more than 200 and causing widespread property damage. 
Here is a view of the city’s northern section after the freak storm ripped through the railroad 


yards, leveling homes of many workers. 


(Acme) 





Stettinius Lists Fundamental 
Aims Of U. S. Foreign Policy 





MEXICO CITY, Feb. 23 (AP)--United States Secretary of State Edward R. Stettinius Jr., told 
the Inter-American Conference today. that President Roosevelt is convinced that the Crimea Con- 
ference "has greatly advanced the basic objectives of the United States foreign policy.” 

The following are the five basic objectives of the United States foreign policy which Stettinius 
set forth to the conference in, probably, the most important speech he has yet made as Secretary 


of State: 
1. The earliest possible final 


defeat of the aggressors. 


2. Any steps necessary to ensure that neither Germany nor Japan will ever again have the 





military or industrial capacity to 
make war. 

3. Participation in guaranteeing 
to the liberated peoples of Europe 
their own government and sovereign 
rights. In this the United States 
will not shirk its responsibilities. 

4. The creation before the end of 
the war of an international organi- 
zation to ensure peace in the world 
by force, if necessary. 

5. Development of an Atlantic 
Charter peace which will assure all 
men the opportunity to live in 
freedom from fear and want. 

Stettinius assured that this last 
point is not a mere "rhetorical as- 
sertion of vague intentions. We re- 
gard it as necessary if the United 
Nations are to build a peace that 
will endure.” 


TO PREVENT WARS 

MEXICO CITY, Feb. 23 (INS)— 
Secretary of State Edward R. Stet- 
tinius Jr., speaking at the opening 
of the Pan-American Conference, 
revealed that at the Yalta talks the 
United States had assumed definite 
responsibility "to intervene any- 
where in the world to prevent future 
wars.” 

Outlining America’s foreign pol- 
icy of tomorrow, Stettinius stated: 

"War must be stopped wherever 
it appears on the face of the earth. 

"That prosperity, beg. and 
security of the American continent 
is bound to that of all the other 
continents and islands on earth.” 

The youthful Secretary of State 
elicited prolonged applause when he 
coupled his death sentence to 
American isolationism with an ap- 
peal to Latin American nations to 
fall in line and help shorten the 


war. 
Stettinius’ invitation was inter- 











Welles Raps Exclusions 





MIAMI BEACH, Fla., Feb. 


23 (AP)—Sumner Welles took 


sharp issue yesterday with the exclusion of Argentina and San 
Salvador from the American foreign ministers’ conference in 


Mexico City. 


The former Under Secretary of State asked in a speech ata 
Pan American League dinner how the Inter-American system 
could reach vital decisions such as the topics of world peace 
”*unless all American peoples participate in these decisions.” 

Declaring that Pan American solidarity rests upon the 
assurance that no American nation interfere in the affairs of 
the others, Welles said: "The refusal to grant recognition to 
the government which comes into power in an Ameifcan repub- 
lic constitutes, unquestionably, interference in the domestic 


affairs of that country.” 





preted by some delegates as an in- 
direct invitation to Argentina to 
drop the cloak of neutrality and get 
on the Allied bandwagon. 

Reports reaching the conference 
from Buenos Aires spoke of ’immi- 
nent radical government changes.” 


STETTINIUS WARNING 

MEXICO CITY, Feb. 23 (Reuter’s) 
—The Inter-American Conference 
heard a warning today from Secre- 
tary of State Edward R. Stettiniis 
Jr., over the danger of "secret Nazi 
and Fascist infiltration into the 
political and economic life of the 
Western Hemisphere.” 

Stettinius urgea vigilance against 
any Nazi attempts to set up a base 
in the Western Hemisphere "for an 
ultimate comeback.” 





No Mercy For Hitler, 
Sen. Ball Emphasizes 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
If Sen. Joseph H. Ball (R., Minn.), 
has his way about it, the United 
Nations will execute Adolf Hitler 
and his "immediate war criminals” 
and assign several million Germans 
to rebuilding Europe, particularly 
the places they have destroyed. 

He declared that "Germany must 
be looked upon as an aggressor and 
not a normal belligerent in the old 
sense of the word.” He also be- 
lieves that Hitler and the other 
criminals must be shot rather than 
allowed to live out their lives on 
some tropical isle. 





Nazis Aren't Quitting 
In West, Stimson Says 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (AP)—Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson said yesterday that "no mass surrenders” are now occurr- 
ing on the west front, although more than 900,000 prisoners have 
been taken there since Normandy. 

Declaring that the statement was made to quiet rumors, the 
Secretary of War added that resistance was stiff on the entire 
front. In his weekly war review, Stimson said the Allies had taken 





—1,134,992 prisoners 





Conference Te Osen 
With Little Formality 


SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 23 
(ANS) The United Nations 
Security Conference will open 
here April 25 minus the tradi- 
tional top hats and with little, 
if any, social revelry, officials 
predicted today. 

Diplomats from 45 nations will 
remain here at least three weeks 
and probably longer, William D. 
Wright, State Department emis- 
sary, said, and the chances are 
they will do their work in busi- 
ness suits instead of striped 
trousers and frock coats. 








Fight On Speculators 
To Protect Veterans 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
Chairman Marriner S. Eccles of 
the Federal Reserve Board warned 
today that returning war veterans 
face financial ruin when they buy 
houses and farms unless specula- 
tors are taxed out of operation. 

Testifying before the Senate 
Banking and Currency Committee 
in favor of legislation to reduce 
the gold backing requirements for 
Federal Reserve notes in circula- 
tion, Eccles proposed a "special tax” 
on speculative profits. He said there 
will be eight or nine million serv- 
icemen who plan to buy farms or 
homes which will inorease real 


~jestate prices by "promoting specu- 


lators” who buy up property and 
hold it to sell to veterans when they 
get their GI loans. 

"That means,” he said; "a soldier 
comes home, buys a home or farm 
at inflated prices and then finds 
the same thing happening to him 
as happened after the last war 
when the bottom dropped out.” 
The Veterans’ Administration 
said yesterday that 191 applications 
for home loans under the GI Bill 
of Rights provisions had been de- 
nied because the prices asked for 
the property were too high. 


since the 
landings on North Africa. 

He said there were no serious dif- 
ficulties now regarding supplies for 
forward dumps of the Allied armies, 
and added "apparently the desper- 
ate efforts of the Germans to strike 
at Antwerp with V-bombs and rock- 
ets continue ineffective.” 

Stimson told his press conference 
that "an excusable but incorrect in- 
terpretation of a briefing officer's 
remarks led to reports that the 
Allies had decided on terror bomb- 
ings of the German civilian popu- 
lation.” 

"Our policy fas never been to 
inflict terror bombing on civilian 
populations,” he said. "I’ve investi- 
gated that report, and it arose from 
what I consider an excusable but 
incorrect interpretation of some re- 
marks made by a briefing officer 
at Allied headquarters.” 

"As a matter of fact, the basic 
policy of the United States Army 
Air Forces has not been changed. 
Our efforts are still confined to 
attack enemy military objectives. 
Communication centers we attack 
become our objective in that they 
feed the front on which our Allied 
armies are now engaging the Ger- 
man armies. 

"From the beginning of their 
operations, the mission of the U. S. 
Strategic Air Forces in Europe has 
been to destroy Germany’s ability 
to wage war. This means destruc- 
tion of her aircraft factories, oil 
refineries, war manufacturing plants 
and transportation facilities that 
rrovide material with which to make 
war.” 





U. S. CASUALTIES 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
According to the latest announce- 
ment here, American combat casu- 
alties have passed the 800,000 mark. 
Stimson said U. S. Army casualties 
on all fronts, compiled through Feb. 
14 were 1711,497.- This figure re- 
flected the actual events through 
the middle of January. Navy, Mar- 
ine Corps and Coast Guard casual- 
ties to date have totaled 89,665. 

Army casualties included 128,723 
dead; 420,465 wounded, of whom 
nearly half have returned to duty; 
60,086 prisoners of war and 92,223 
missing in action. The Navy totals 
include 33,862 dead; 40,783 wounded; 
10,546 missing and 4,474 prisoners 





of war. 





WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (UP) — 
The opponents of the compulsory 
manpower control today turned and 
concentrated their fire against the 
two penalty provisions in the Sen- 
ate’s version of the work or fight 
legislation. 

In the first place they turned 
against the provision for a 10,000- 
dollar fine and, or, one year in jail 
for employers who wilfully violate 
the proposed new law. 
Furthermore, they showed dis- 
favor for the provision of a 10,000- 
dollar fine and, or, five years im- 
prisonment on any farm worker 
who, after having been rejected for 
combat service, leaves his farm job 
without a draft board approval. 
Sen. Harley M. Kilgore (D., W. 
Va.), said he expected both would 
be challenged when the Senate goes 





to work probably next Monday on 
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By CANIFF 








OH, YES, SISTER! 
.. ARE MY GUESTS 
IN MY ROOM? 


WY DID You 
ENJOY YOUR 














WHY, YES... I STEPPED IN TO 
TELL THEM L DIDN’‘T KNOW 
HOW LONG THEY MIGHT HAVE 
TO WAIT... AND THE CAPTAIN 
SAID YOU WERE SO WONDERFUL 











HE HOPED HE WOULDN'T SEE 
YOU FOR HOURS AND HouRS! 


Penalty Provisions Hit 
In Manpower Bill Figot 





the new manpower bill which was 
finally completed yesterday by the 
Senate Military Affairs Committee, 

Supporters of the penalty provi- 
sions predicted, however, that the 
bill would win Senate approval with 
little change. . 

Strong arguments for the reten- 
tion of the penalty provisions wer¢ 
made by Senators Edwin G. Johnson 
(D., Col.), and Burnett R. Maybank 
(D., S. C.), who argued that farm 
workers enjoyed special exemption 
from the draft for two years. He 
further contended that if such per- 
sons now find they are not accept- 
able for military service they should 
be forced to remain on the farm 
anyhow. 

Senators of both sides agreed that 
the bill was much more far-reaching 
than the work or fight measure 
approved by the House. The latter 
applies only to men between the 
ages of 18 to 45 and empowers Selec- 
tive Service to force them either 
into combat or into essential war 
jobs under the threat of a 10,000- 
dollar fine and. or. five years im- 
prisonment. 

The Senate’s version applies com- 
pulsion not only to employers, but 
also to the Army, Navy and civilians. 


In The Business 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Feb. 23 
(ANS)—A tiny doll shoe which went 
to Europe for "Daddy” to fix has 
been returned as good as new. Six- 
year-old June Marlena Ray got a 
new doll for Christmas and by Jan- 
uary its right shoe began coming 
apart. She insisted that Daddy fix 
it. Her father, Pfc. Harold E. Ray, 
a shoe repair man in civilian life, 
is in Europe repairing GI shoes for 
the Quartermaster Corps, and so 
Mrs. Ray sent him the little shoe. 


Page 4 


THE STARS AND STRIPES WEEKLY 


Seturdoy, February 24, 1945 





THE STARS AND STRIPES (Mediterranean) 


Newspaper of the U. S. Armed Forces published daily fqr troops in Italy 
under the auspices of the Information and Education Section, MTOUSA. 

Publications Officer, Maj. Robert Neville; Executive Officer, Maj. Robert 
J. Christenson; Editor, Lt. Ed Hill; Fiscal Officer, Lt. W. F. Tout. 

Office, 152 Via del Tritone in Il Messaggero building, Rome. Telephones: 
Publications Officer, 478536; Executive Officer, 478110; Editorial, 478295; Weekly 
and Sports, 478996; Circulation, 478640; Night phone, 478295. 


Acknowledgment is made of 


the editorial 


services supplied by the 


United Nations News Service and the Army News Service. 
The Stars and Stripes is printed at the plant of Il Messaggero, 152 Via 


del Tritone, Rome. 





Vol. 2, No. 64 


Saturday, February 24, 1945 





y . i Hogan; 
Managing Editor, Sgt. Dave Golding; News Editor, Sgt. William 
Feature Editor, Sgt. Ray Reynolds; Sports Editor, Sgt. Bill Gilham. 

Staff: Sgts. Jack Foisie, Stanley Meltzoff, Grayson B. Tewksbury, Tom 
McRae, Herb Mitgang, Don Williams, Joe Baily, Bob Fleisher, Peter Purst, 


Harry Shershow, 
Hutcheson, John Welsh III, 


John Carey, Bob Meyer, Howard Taubman; Cp 
Mel Diamond; Pvts. Bob Lee, Bob Wronker, John 


is. David 


Clouse, M. W. Whittlesey, Tom Coll, Walter Pulliam, Jerry Houghton. 





Accuracy Is Relative 


Reporting Close Call 


WITH AMERICAN FORCES ON 
MOUNT BELVEDERE, Feb. 22 (De- 
layed)e—Accuracy is a relative thing 
when it comes to reporting a close 
call, a narrow escape or a brave act 
on the battlefield. 

Men who participate or observe 
the action will often give accounts 
which vary in some details and 
sometimes in important facts. Even 
the principal man in the drama will 
come out of the experience not en- 


tirely sure what exactly did happen. 


A striking example of this oc- 
curred yesterday in and about a 
pink plaster house on the slopes of 
Mount Belvedere where an Ameri- 
can soldier was taken prisoner by a 
large German patrol, and his com- 
rades stormed the house to rescue 
him. In doing so they killed and 
captured a lot of Germans. 

The initial discrepancy occurred 
in the number of killed and cap- 
tured. A division staff officer, in 
tipping off the correspondents tc the 
story, said reports showed 25 killed 
and about 35 captured. Today’s 
on record background from 5th 
Army announced that 25 were killed 
and more than 30 prisoners were 
captured in a counterattack, then 
went on to say that 19 German pris- 
oners were taken in rescuing one of 
our men. 

GI INTERVIEW 


Unit correspondent Cpl. Pierre I. 
Sichel of Stamford, Conn., inter- 
viewed the rescued, Pfc. Malford [in 
some reports spelled Melford] C. 
Himer of Fratt, Texas {in some re- 
ports given as San Antonio, Texas]. 
Sichel also talked to the men who 
rescued Himer and after adding up 
all testimony reported that the 
damage was 55 Kraut PWs, seven 
killed and three woun ed. 

From all this the only safe con- 
clusion is that: 1. Men in battle 
don’t stop to count the men they 
kill nor the prisoners they take nor 
the men they wound. 2. In this par- 
ticular case, some of those ques- 
tioned were talking about the coun- 
terattack as a whole and others 
were referring only to the fight to 
rescue Himer. 

Correspondent Sichel himself was 
very careful in his story to note the 
confusion in the minds of the par- 
ticipants themselves. "All the men 
involved were quite vague and de- 
tached about their experience,” he 
wrote, adding that S-Sgt. Theodore 
B. Reinero of Merced, Calif., who 
led the rescuers, offered to "come 
down to the pink house and we’ll 
act it out for you.” 

Sichel reported: "We went to the 
p and Sgt. Reinero was just 
about to set the stage when his 


platoon sergeant, burly Alexander J. 
Beauchesne of Rumford, Maine, cut 
short the proceedings with a ‘come 
on Ted, for cripes sake let’s get 
out of here. Our artillery is zeroing 
in on these houses. They expect a 
tank attack. Let’s go.’” 

Thus, without benefit of a dra- 
matization, Sichel relies mostly on 
Himer’s rendition of what hap- 
pened—which is only natural since 
it hap..ned to Himer. Sichel 
writes: 


Himer, wrapped in two blankets, 
was lying in a foxhole at 0545 today 


[Feb. 21] when he thought he heard 


a noise in the house behind him. 
Leaving his gun behind on the 


edge of his hole [Sic!] he got out, 


went toward the house and four 
Germans stared him in the face. 
CAPTURED 

"The four guys poked their rifles 
in my puss,” recounted Himer, 
"made me drop the two blankets 
that I had around me and started 
to lead me to a pink house 50 feet 
away. 

"My. squad, the second of the 
first platoon [of Company I of a 
regiment that cannot yet be named] 
opened up on us then and I made 
a run for it along with the Krauts. 
Meantime O’Rourke [Pvt. John A. 
O’Rourke of Mobile, Ala.] my buddy 
in my hole sat up and saw me being 
led away, reached for his gun, but 
fire from other Krauts kept him 
pinned down.” 

Sichel then describes how Himer 
was taken into the pink house and 
a barricade put up by his captors. 
A terrific firefight began, the “75s 
opened up on the house and "Himer 
decided to go to sleep.” 

”’They left me alone. I was scared 
and I didn’t know what else to do,” 
explained the 22-year-old Himer, "so 
I tried to sleep.” 

The actual rescue of Himer is so 
complicated that even Siche] doesn’t 
attempt to clarify what happened. 
Suffice it may be to mention the 
following men as participating in 
the rescue: Sgt. Reinero, Pvt. O’- 
Rourke, S-Sgt. Charles E. Ernest 
of Los Angeles; Pfc. Robert Dudley 
of Topsham, Maine, and Pfc. Joe 
Polucci [in some versions, Polunci] 
of Glens Falls, N. Y. Two medics, 
Pfc. Louie [or Louis] Ordaz of Bis- 
alia, Calif., and Pfc. William Camp- 
bell Jr., of Cincinnati, treated the 
wounded in the attack. The com- 
pany is commanded by Capt. Adrian 
R. Riordan. 

One particular in which all stories 
of the fight concurred was that it 
took place in a shattered, pink plas- 
ter house on the slopes of Mount 





Belvedere. —Sgt. JACK FOISIE 





| ey Say... 





{LYA EHRENBURG, leading So- 
viet journalist, writing about the 
alliance of his country, Great 
Britain and the United States: 


"We are proud of our friends, as 
other honest nations are proud of 
us. Our friendship will stand the 
test, for it is based on something 
which is both complex and sim- 
ple—the longing to shield from 
evil storms the torch of civiliza- 
tion and the breath of a child. 
"The stereotypes of the ‘dumb 
wop, the bearded Russian, the 
hysterical Frenchman, have 
tended to be replaced by human 
beings not unlike ourselves, to- 
ward whom audiences everywhere 
can feel sympathy or dislike, de- 
pending upon the role of such 
characters in the story rather 
than their nationality.” 


SYDNEY GRUSON, war corre- 
spondent, describing the reaction 
of German civilians in Aachen 
to the Allied occupation‘ 

"By now the Germans have it 
through their heads that the 
Americans will not fraternize 





with them, but while they have 
given up such things as trying to 
shake hands at every opportunity 
they still try to be fawningly 
friendly and they still insist they 
were never Nazis, that they never 
liked Hitler and that every cruelty 
and atrocity was committed only 
by the SS and the Gestapo. And 
they still do not seem to under- 
stand when we do not believe 
them.” 


CLARK M. EICHELBERGER, di- 

rector of the League of Nations 
Association: 
"I do not believe that there is 
any statesman on our side today 
who wants to play power politics 
for its own sake. It is fear that 
Prompts separate alliances, that 
causes spheres of influence.” 


RUSSIAN COLONEL Nikolai Ben- 

nedicktov, who entered the Soviet 
Army as a private in 1941: 
"I want to get the war over. At 
night I dream of seeing my wife 
again, of resuming my work as an 
engineer, and of a rehabilita 


es, 
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Shrinkage Of Fatherland Leaves 
Only Inner Heart For Nazis’ Stand 





- The area for the final Nazi stand keeps shrinking. Before the grand Allied counteroffensives 


began, the Germans shouted that the 
"Fortress Europe” was theirs and t 
smashed, but the Nazis maintained that ’Fortress Germany” 

With the slogan of "Fortress Germany” 
the Nazis now talk of a defense to the death 
holding out does not count on retention of 


y were no longer interested in the rest of the world, but that 
hey would know: how to defend it. 


”Fortress Europe” was 


would never be besieged or overrun. 
in the ash heap with a lot of other Hitler promises, 
in the inner heart of Germany. The latest program for 
Berlin. The Nazis, of course, insist 


that they will fight 


for Berlin street by street and house by house, and there is no reason to doubt that they will try 





to whip the German people+ 


into a frenzy of self-immola-!- 


tion. 

But Berlin cannot be the center 
of a defense of inner Germany. Un- 
fortunately situated—for the Ger- 
mans—on the plain of Brandenburg, 
Berlin cannot be turned to strategic 
value by the Nazis at this stage of 
the game. The plan to defend rests 
on the need to prevent the Red 
Army from making use of a great 
communications center. 

What happens after Berlin falls, 
as fall it will sooner or later? 

You can get a pretty good idea 
of the Nazi High Command plan 
from reading the operational re- 
ports on all European war fronts 
every day. The defense of the Ruhr 
has been maintained by the Wehr- 
macht with unrelenting ferocity. 
There has been no German let-up 
in Italy. And with Berlin itself in 
mortal danger on the east front, 
the Germans throw in fresh re- 
serves and mount new counterat- 
tacks west of Budapest on the ap- 
proaches to Vienna. 


REAL PLAN 


There is method in this German 
procedure. The Nazis are fighting 
desperately for the avenues to their 
biggest and most vital industrial 
centers. They are trying to stop 
Allied armies in the west, south and 
east that threaten most seriously 
the inner Teutonic line. 

That line is based on terrain, 
natural resources and industrial 
plants. If Berlin falls, the Nazis 
may try to fall back westward to 
the Elbe River, which runs diagon- 
ally from Prague across Germany 
all the way to Hamburg. The line 
of the Weser and Aller rivers might 
make a secondary defense line. 

Hills and mountains can be 
woven into a formidable defense 





ted | system. South of Hannover the hills 
‘arther 


and woods begin. The f. south 














Benes Predicts End 
Of Nazi Resistance 


LONDON, Feb. 23—Dr. Edouard 
Benes, President of Czechoslo- 
vakia, predicted today that Ger- 
many will never ask an armistice, 
although organized Nazi resist- 
ance may cease within a few 
weeks. 

"However, when the time comes, 
I have an idea that the Russian 
armies will strike from Hungary 
through to Austria and attempt 
to cut them off from southern 
Germany,” he said. ”This move 
would also seal off the Germans 
in Italy. 

Dr. Benes will leave London 
next week to set up a temporary 
capital at Kosice in Slovakia. He 
will return via Moscow. 








you go, the higher the hills, until 
the Alps are reached, and they run 
into Austria and northern Italy. 

But defense lines are designed 
to defend something. German in- 
dustry, though heavily and repeat- 
edly bombed, apparently is still 
producing. The Ruhr has the might- 
iest steel, heavy machinery and 
chemical works, and their produc- 
tivity has not been bombed out of 
existence, according to available re- 
ports. 

Silesia with its industries and 
mines is almost gone. Even if Ber- 
lin’s industries are lost, here is 
where, accordi to an Associated 
Press survey, the principal war 
needs are produced: 

Steel and heavy machinery: Bo- 
chum, Brunswick, Dortmund, Dus- 

Saarbruck 


seldorf. Essen, en. 
Trucks,@anks, locomotives, guns: 





Hannover, Kassel, Leipzig, Magde- 
—e Siegen. 

Planes: Augsburg, Dessau, Bruns- 
wick, Friedrichshafen, Bremen, Kas- 
sel, a, Magdeburg. 

, synthetic rubber, gaso- 
line: Bitterfeld, Dessau, Dresden, 
Duisburg, Frankfurt - am - Main, 
Merseburg. 

m instruments, tools: 
Chemnitz, Jena, Dresden, Dussel- 
dorf, Leipzig, Magdeburg, Munich, 
Solingen. 


. SMALLER CI&CLE 

When Berlin falls and the Sieg- 
fried Line is cracked, the Nazis 
will not be able to stand in the en- 
tire area suggested by the map on 
this page. There are indications 
that Hitler, Himmler and their co- 
horts have an inner inner defense 
zone in mind. 

That might include the Black 
Forest, Thuringia, northern Bav- 
aria, the mountainous parts of the 
Tyrol and the woods and hills of 
Austria. The bastion of Bohemia 
with Prague at its center might 
be included in this ultimate de- 
fense zone. 

It is reported that Himmler is 
organizing a Nazi version of the 
French Maquis, training thous- 
ands of fanatical young Nazis for 
the defense of fortresses in the 
mountain fastnesses of southern 
Germany. With the top layer of 
Nazis surrounding Der Fuehrer in 
his last retreat in Berchtesgaden, 
the final core of last-ditch believers 
in Nazism may try to hole up. 

No matter what Hitler, Himmler 
and Goebbels are planning, that 
final fight is some distance off. 
Berlin, the Ruhr and other German 
objectives remain to be fought for. 
The final issue is no longer in 
doubt, but there is no reason to 
underestimate the determination 
and capacity of the Nazis to resist. 

—Sgt. HOWARD TAUBMAN 
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i] 
Ever since Bs Mail Call attempted to 
give the correct spelling of "penty- 

” defined ’pH,” 
and gave the population of Izard, 


Ark., long, long time ago, the editor 
has been constantly flooded with 


Bruno J. Cerkauskas 





Dear Editor: 
One faction is under the im- 
ion that General John J. 


tes,” whe opposing 
faction claims his rank to be "Gen- 

er: 
—Sgt. Arthur Shulter 


Dear Editor: 

Ski troops are not new. I re- 
member reading once where in the 
colonial wars, a small force of 
Frenchmen and Red Indians was 





dispatched on skiis from Montreal 
to attack a British settlement in 
the New York colony. My buddy 
says I’m nuts: can’t you give me 
the date or year of this operation? 

—Sgt. Danny Arnhiem 


Dear Editor: 

What is the largest seaport in 
Italy? Where exactly is Hill 609 in 
Africa, by coordinates 

—Pfc. x Hoffacker 





Dear Editor: 

If an outfit has a company fund, 
is there an Army regulation which 
requires the regular posting of a 
debit and credit statement of the 
money involved. If there isn’t a 
regulation, can a _ representative 
group from a detachment examine 
the of such company fund? 

—Pvt. H. L. Stewart 





Dear Editor: 

The question is this: Assuming 
that a plane was capable of flying 
2,700 feet per second and in the 
tail of the plane is a certain gun 
with an equal velocity of 2,700 feet 
per second, the plane flys low and 

a stationary target on the 
ground, and when approximately 
50 yards past the target, the gun 
is fired. Would the bullet leave the 
muzzle of the gun and drop 
straight down, or would it continue 
on its course to the target? 

—T-5 Plowd C C. Caldwell 





Dear Editor: 
When in 1942 did the last of the 

1st Division leave the States? 
—Pvt. Louis Goldman 


Dear Editor: 

Can you give the geographical 
locations of Appi Forum and the 
Three Taverns referred to in the 
15th verse of the 28th chapter of 
the Acts of the Apostles? Meager 
information available to me locate 
these between Rome and Terra- 
cina; however, a more exact loca- 
tion is desired. 

—Capt. A. M. Frey 








Dear Editor: 

Is the U. S. Army Air Force a 
separate organization from the 
U. 8S, Army Ground Forces? 

What will the labor problem be 
after the war with all these new 
machines coming on the market? 

—S-Segt. Carl Le Mier 
T-4 Dallar Richards 
S-Sgt. Segle Lee 


Dear Editor: 
We have had a dispute in our 
tion about the number of 





-|But old Tedesch’ has done his worst; 


ZANY QUESTIONS SOME SOLDIERS ASK 
STRICTLY OUT OF THIS WORLD 


L 





and other units there are in the 
service of the United States. This 
eo ee  & Se 
first of this mon 





g 
¢ 





zio-Exp: , also the comparison 
it with the Big Bertha. 

—Pvt. C. W. Smith 
Dear Editor: 


A few of us Joes are up at an 
=. a few hundred from 

Jerry. There isn’t a hell of a lot 
to do so we just sit around and 
argue—and arguments reach no 
decision. So it’s up to you! 

Here’s our argument! A movie 
came out about a year ago. In its 
cast were included Walter Pidgeon, 
Hedy Lamarr, Richard Carlson and 
Frank Morgan. The play concerns 
life on a rubber plantation with no 
white women around the joint but 
Hedy Lamarr who portrays a white 
Savage or some such tripe. Any- 
way, I maintain the name of the 
movie was "White Savage” while 
another guy claims it was ”Ton- 
daleya.” Maybe we're both wrong. 
See if you can settle the damn 


thing. 
—Set. Jack Evon 
S-Sgt. Eli Bagdasarion 
Pfc. Ralph Godwin 
Pfc. Leo Davey 


Dear Editor: 

The distance of Chicago to Camp 
McCoy, Wisconsin, near Sparta, 
Wisconsin. Would appreciate an 
acourate mileage as my buddies say 
it is less than one hundred miles. 

‘—Pvt. Ken Ryan 








Dear Editor: 

In the past few weeks, there has 
nm a considerable amount of 
money bet by the fellows of the 
second platoon as to how many 
bullets are in the barrel of either 
an American or German heavy ma- 
chine gun at one time while the 
gun is being fired at a maximum 
speed. Is there or isn’t there more 
than one bullet in the barrel at 
the same time? 

—Pfc. Eugene Wybrwinski 


Dear Editor: 

An impulsive, impertinent, 
young up-start, who happens to be 
a fellow-officer, has given me odds 
of 5-1 that the song "I'll Never 
Smile Again,” sung by Frankie 
Sinatra and played by Tommy 
Dorsey, first made its debut on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade sometime 
before 1941. I insist that it did not 
make the Hit Parade until 1941. 
Can you enlighten this novice of 
popular music so that I can collect 
his 25 dollars? 
—Capt. W. M. Colyer 








Dear Editor: 
Where is the busiest corner in the 


Dear Editor: 
What proportion of the entire 
vote was cast for the Nazis at the 
last free and uncontrolled election 
the German people? 
—Cpl. Harry Wilner 


g 


Dear Editor: 
Could you tell me when and how 





Dear Editor: 


Was Mark Anthony really wr 
of Octavius? Didn’t he turn 





Cleopatra in order to escape the 
dominant character over him? 
—Lt. Roger Peel 





Dear Editor: 

Would you also find out if the 
Illinois railroad yards are the larg- 
est in the States, also how many 
roads own tracks at Sunnyside 
yard between Sunnyside and 
Woodside? This yard may be re- 
ferred to as Queens Plaza. 
—Pfc. David Jahn 





Dear Editor: 

Who wrote "Enfant! si j’etais roi, 
je donnerais empire .. .” When did 
he write it and is it part of a 
poem or a novel? I’m confused. 
—T-Sgt. John Boyle 





Dear Editor: 

Which is the largest oil produc- 
ing field in the world? 

—S-Sgt. Marion Barefield 


Dear Editor: 

The question is this: Why isn’t 
the Salvation Army operating any 
canteens and centers for soldiers 
this war? 





—Pvt. Fred Sutzer 





Dear Editor: 

Did we ever let the Japanese 
have practice landings on some of 
our isiands in the Pacific? 
—S-Sgt. Andrew Healey 





Dear Editor: 
Which Law College is noted best 
for its training? Is it Harvard?— 
of course !!! 
—T-5 E. Blaine Doge 





Dear Editor: 
Recently, I saw the exhibition of 
paintings at the Piazza Venezia. 


T| States? 


Two Loves. Yet, I was wondering 
if young Petrarca, who on Good 
Priday of 1327 stood in the Church 
of Santa Chiara in Avignon of the 
Popes, was really the inspiration 
for the painting. 

—Pic. Wilbur Johnson 


Dear Editor: 
Was the Lindbergh kidnap trial 
the greatest trial tried in U. S. 
Courts? Also, was the jury out 

longer than any other trial? 
—Pfc. Melvin Bushmar 








Dear Editor 
Where did the expression "OK” 


come from? 
—Cpl. Harold Vincent 





Dear Editor: 

Could you tell me the world’s 
speed record of the flight of a car- 
rier pigeon? 

—Pvt. F. Romankewiz 





Dear Editor: 
We would like to know where the 
largest tobacco market in the Uni- 





ted States is located. City and 
State. 
—Pvt. Dickerson 
Pfc. Chodkowski 
Pvt. Chiles 
Pvt. Akers 
Dear Editor: 
On September 2, 1944, the bet 


was made that the Americans and 
British would not be fighting on 
German soil by September 9, 1944. 
Three days later, the report came 
out that they were fighting in or 
on German soil and the bet was 
paid off. 

The Stars and Stripes (Sept. 12 
issue) quotes correspondents at 
Supreme Headquarters as saying 
that American troops were on Ger- 
man soil for the first time in 25 
years. 

Would appreciate your giving us 
the official date of land troops 
fighting on German soil. 

—T-4 James A. Fussel 





Dear Editor: 

Of what religious denomination 
is Marshall Field, eminent retail 
merchandise personality and also 
recognized as a famed newspaper 
man? 


—Pvt. Leo Berkman 





Dear Editor: 

We are having a friendly argu- 

ment concerning which one of the 

two cigarettes, Camels or Luckies, 

is considered the best seller. 

—Sgt. Henry G. Marsh 
Pfc. Harold Conner 





Dear Editor: 

If a tree fell and there was no 
one around to hear it would there 
be a sound? They say there would 
be and I say there would not. 
—Pvt. Ray McDonald 





Dear Editor: 

Would you please inform us in 
ee ard to just what town is the 
richest per capita in the United 








States? 
—Pfc. Paul Catalano 


Lid hbhdddddddhdhittdddtdddddddddsddddddtddddthade 


PORTATA VIA 


Our friends at home all seem to 
think 
In Italy—there’s molto drink. 


Men, we'll have to die of thirst! 
For every paesan that you question, 
And ask to render a suggestion 

As to where to borrow, beg or buy 
The stuff that makes you red of 


eye, 
Will gesture in that paesan way 





And this is what you'll hear him 


say: 
"Tedeschi has portata via 
"Tutto vino—mamma mia! 
Vino Bianco, Vino 








es, sailors, Wacs 


"Tutto Cognac, and Vermouth.” 


(Liddd ddddddd hd dddddddddddddddtdishddde 


‘To the same place as the holes, 





was especially impressed by Titian’s 


AMVLLOLNTALLTA SAAAAV SET IALPAIAOT NAA TTED EAA LE PASE L 


_PUPTE NT POETS | 


LL shddddddddsihddd 





Now where did Jerry get the trains, 

The trueks, the mules, and even 
planes, 

To haul away this bubbling sea 

Of wine, from *Sunny” Italy? 

His transport’s in a sorry plight; 

It’s strafed by day and bombed by 


night, 
But undeterred, this ghostly band 
Still hauls the vino from the land. 
Where it goes, we'll never know, 
But every paesan swears it’s so. 
If and when this war should end, 
I hereby pledge my life to spend, 
Unearthing all this liquid treasure; 
And take a bath in it—with pleas- 

ure! 

—Lt. Walter C. Dolde, Inf. 


TOUGH SMITTY 


There’s a group bombardier known 
as Smitty 

Who has dropped eggs on every 
Kraut city 

He's been kept in this mire 

Too long for a flier 

Still the Old Man says that’s just 
tough—Smitty! 

.—Lt. Owen Cooper, AC. 


REPLY 


The cloth in the sock holes goes, my 
frien 











around which a donut bends. 
—Pfc. Irving H. Fox, Engr. 


SOAELLS ATES A 


—Cpl. T. Webbar 


SULIVAETTT ES 


OBLIVION 
What is this word ‘death,’ that falls 
On the thought of life like the toll 
Of oblivion, which one day calls 
In the darkness and beckons the 
soul 
To come and forget, and what does 
it mean 
To join hands with the spirit, dumb, 
unseen? 


WTiididbdtddde 


~- thes¢, they say, are the garland 

oys 

Of dying, to be wreathed in the 
smoke 

Of funeral embers, beyond the noise 

Of a world in flames, to soak 

In the blood of a hero’s battle fire: 

But not for me the laurels, nor the 
pyre. 


I know only what to feel, 

To sense what is close, in the near- 
ness 

Of a loved one’s flesh to seal 

The breath of this life with the 
dearness 

Of her kisses on my lips, here 

4 laughter, though in pain and 
ear: 

For our hearts care not for death, 
nor crave 

The forgetfulness of going out to 
our grave. 


Cau 


Dear Editor: 

If a plane going 300 miles an 
hour fires its guns, do the bullets 
go at the same s as if the plane 
b standing s on the und? 

Or would they go forw faster 
than the muzzle velocity in relation 
to the ground? 

Pvt. Le ue says: "The bullet, 
goes faster. Pvt. Perillo says "The 
bullet has no increase in speed 
whether the plane is moving or not.” 

—Pvt. Levesque 
Pvt. Perillo 





Dear Editor: 
Was the 155th Infantry in the 
Rainbow Division in World War I? 
—Pvt. Alva Anding 





Dear Editor: 
Where does sound go when you 
can't hear it anymore? 
—Cpl. Martino Kennedy 


Dear Editor: 

A few of the boys and myself 
were having a little discussion as 
to what state was holding the 
largest percent of war production 


orders. 
—Pfc. Justin H. Boeve 


Dear Editor: 

A group of U. S. GIs from up 
north claim it has snowed at one 
time or another in Florida, but one 











of the fellas, who is from Florida, 
say’s we are all wet. 
—Sgt. E. Sunderman 





Dar Editor: 

We've been having quite a bit of 
discussion on which state has the 
most improved highways. I say New 
Jersey has the best, safest, as well 
as the most improved, in the cou.i- 
try. Others claim Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Texas. 

—Pvt. Roger Mannion 


Faithful Pay 
Quiet Tribute 
To Poet Keats 


ROME, Feb. 23—The memory of 
one of the patron saints of our own 
Puptent Poets — John Keats—was 
saluted with simple dignity today 
on the 124th anniversary of his 
death. The ceremonies under the 
auspices of the Keats-Shelley Mem- 
orial Association were conducted in 
the Protestant Cemetery at the 














jgrave of the poet and his chicf 


sponsor, Joseph Severn. 

This was the first time in five 
years that the faithful gathered at 
the shrine of their idol. Such trib- 
ute was frowned upon during Italy’s 
war years under Fascism. 

Some two dozen devotees made 
the pilgrimage today, paused. briefly 
at the graveside to hear Shelley's 
poetic tribute to Keats read by a 
descendant of Severn, then went 
silently away. 

The ceremonies were arranged by 
Dr. Vera Cacciatore, custodian of 
the Keats-Shelley Memorial. Lt. 
Col. I. S. Ifunro, a member of the 
association, spoke briefly about i..2 
poet, and told how mementoes and 
prized first editions of Keats’ poe:.is 
were hidden in the monastery at 
Mt. Cassino during the German 
occupation. bey the monastery 
was threatened by bombs the treas- 
ures were smuggled out and se- 
creted in Rome until this city was 
liberated by the Allies. 

Maj. H. M. Severn, grand- 
nephew of Joseph Severn, read sev- 
eral verses from "Adonais.” U. S. 
Ambassador Alexander Kirk was 
represented by Robert McBride of 
the embassy, and the British Am- 
bassador was represented by Arcus 
Malcolm. 

Violets, which Keats loved so well, 
were in the wreath which decorated 
the grave, and Dr. Cacciatore said 
that bunches of violets also had 
been placed before a bust of the poet 
at the memoria) house at 26, Piazza 





—T-4 Lawrence W. Shenfield, AC 


di Spagna. —Sgt. BOB MEYER 
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81st Recon Unit Battles 
Two Years In Theater 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 23—”Spearhead” has a real 
meaning for the 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mech- 
anized), which has been probing German front lines in the 
Mediterranean Theater for more than two years. 

Although it has a year’s service on the 5th Army front in 


Italy, the 81st began its role of 


scouting 1st Armored Division 





tank assaults shortly after D-+ 


day at Oran, Algeria, in No- 
vember, 1942. - 

From then on, whenever the di- 
vision moved, the 81st was likely to 
be in front. It reconnoitered roads, 
hunted mines and demolitions, and 
found enemy resistance, and if the 
8lst couldn’t drive the foe back, it 
kept him occupied until the divi- 
sion could deploy. 

Riding into no-man’s-land ‘in a 
scout car was hazardous. The Ger- 
mans usually announced their pres- 
ence with an 88. But the 81st struck 
fast and hard, and often their fights 
were inexpensive. Early in Jan., 
1943, in southern Tunisia, Troop 
”"C” captured 85 of the enemy and 
killed many more without losing a 
member of the troop. 


GERMAN SWEEP 


On the other side of the ledger 
was the Germans’ February drive 
which swept everything before it 
and inflicted heavy losses on Troop 
”A.” From the troop’s heroic stand 
in that battle came one lieutenant’s 
Distinguished Service Cross and 
tales of small groups of men who 
spent three days and nights in Ger- 
man territory before they could 


work their way back to the Ameri- > 


can lines. 

The squadron’s operations paral- 
leled those of the Ist Armored Di- 
vision in Africa, and names like 
Sened, Maknassy, El Guettar, Kair- 
ouan and Kasserine Pass became 
more real to the men than such 
names as Chicago and New York. 

The 8ist was in on the famous 
"Mousetrap” ®maneuver,. and the 
squadron led the way in the Ist 
Armored attack from Mateur, the 
battle credited with beaking Ger- 
man resistance finally in Africa. 

The squadron trained in Morocco 
during the summer of 1943 and 
landed in Italy with the division 
that fall. Its first action with the 
5th Army came on the Cassino front 
and involved only one officer and 
three men. 

Because first-hand information 
about the Rapido River Valley, Mt. 
Porchia and Mt. Trocehio was 
needed for the planned commit- 
ment of the division—a small 81st 
patrol spent three days behind Ger- 
man lines reconnoitering the sec- 
tor. 


SHADES OF ANZIO 


On the Anzio beachhead, where 
the bulk of the 81st arrived shortly 
after D-day in January, 1944, the 
squadron’s mortars and assault guns 
went into firing position to support 
operations of the 1st Special Serv- 
ice Force. The remainder of the 
squadron dug in the armored cars 
and acted as a reserve for the force. 

Accustomed to offensive action, 
it was not until after the break- 
through from the beachhead in May 
that the 81st got another chance to 
spearhead an attack. On June 4, 
squadron troops were one of the 
few forces to meet more than a 
token resistance in the final day’s 
march on Rome. They captured 
200 prisoners and killed many more 
Germans that day. 

The 8list took an active part in 
the pursuit of the Germans north 
to Canino and Viterbo after Rome, 
and following a brief rest, reentered 
the line with the division at Gros- 
setto. From there to Volterra, the 
8lst had the mission of maintaining 
contact with the division on the 
right, and of protecting the 1st Ar- 
mored Division’s flank. 

But the tanks moved faster than 





Radio Program 











AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 


Saturday, February 24 
HIGHLIGHTS 


11:00—Roman Holiday 
12:00—At Ease 

1:00—Shining Hour 

1:30—Teddy Powell 

2:15—Swingtime 

2:30—Village Store 
3:15—Metropolitan Opera 
5:00—National Barn Dance 
6:00—Music America Loves Best 
6:30—Jack Carson 

7:15—Johnny Mercer 

7:30—Saturday Night Serenade 
8:00—Jubilee 

8:30—Signals On 

9:00—Guy Lombardo 

9:30—Hit Parade From States 
10:00—Eddie Condon 

Newscasts at 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 
11:00 AM and 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 5:00, 
6:00, 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 PM. 
Shortwave 9 AM—§ PM 

6.135 Meg. ‘ 49 Meters 


695 K 432 M 

















Vet Just Came Home 
From World War | 


HIGHLAND, N. Y., Feb. 23 
(ANS)—John V. Miller, a veteran 
of World War I boarded an Army 
transport in 1917 bound for 
France never thinking it would 
take 28 years and another war 
to get him home. 

Miller arrived in Jersey City 
yesterday aboard the diplomatic 
exchange ship "Gripsholm” after 
being released from a Nazi prison 
camp in Germany where he spent 
the last four years. 

Following the last war Miller 
served with the Polish Relief and 
Supply Commission and later was 
employed by a Belgian bank. 
He was accompanied home by 
his son Jean who also was in- 
terned, but his wife, a Belgian, 
is still held by the Germans. 








the adjacent infantry division could 
march, and the 81st sometimes had 
ten-mile gap of mountainous 
country to capture and hold to ac- 
complish their two missions. 

The 8ist later fought alongside 
other units of the 1st Armored on 
the Arno River at Pontedera, then 
across the river in the sector be- 
tween Lucca and Montecatini. When 
the 5th Army came to the Apen- 
nines overlooking the Po Valley 
the 8lst was on hand to be used 
either as infantry or as a recon- 
naissance force. Although they pre- 
fer their armored cars and peeps, 
patrol experience by men of the 
81st has made more than one Ger- 
man outfit uncomfortable when it 
was opposite their sector. 

The 8lst came overseas in May, 
1942, and has seen service in Ire- 
land, Scotland, England, Africa and 
Italy. Commanded since.June, 1944, 
by Lt. Col. Edwin A. Russell of Bal- 
timore, Md., the 81st was activated 
at Kort Knox, Ky., June 15, 1940, 
after a brief existence as the Sev- 
enth Reconnaissance and Support 
Squadron. 


PX Fire Causes 
Million Dollar Loss 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Feb, 23—De- 
struction of a U. S. Army Quar- 
termaster warehouse in Italy by a 
fire of undisclosed origin caused 
loss of more than 1,000,000 dollars 
of WAC, nurses and officers’ cloth- 
ing and PX items, it was announced 
today at the headquarters of Lt. 
Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander, MTO. 

Although the loss caused by the 
fire will in no way affect opera- 
tions, it will mean a temporary 
shortage of certain PX and clothing 
items and will necessitate the maxi- 
mum conservation of goods made 
critical by this loss. 

WAC uniforms constituted the 
most serious loss. Almost half of 
the total clothing destroyed was 
WAC off-duty winter dresses and 
summer tropical worsted uniforms. 
New uniforms have been ordered, 
however, and it is expected that 
meee A will arrive in time for summer 

ue. 

No cigarettes were listed in the 
Post Exchange items destroyed by 
the fire. The bulk of the supplies 
lost were candy, chewing gum, 
fountain pens, pipes, lipstick, shav- 
ing lotion and lighter fluid. 
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THEY FLY THROUGH VIENNA’S FIRE 





Heavy flak dots the sky over Vienna as a 15th AAF Liberator bombs the Austrian capital. Vi- 
enna, high on the priority list for the 15th, is a tou 
tant one for its communications. 


gh target because of its oe an 





impor- 
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Silence Rules As Allied Bombers 
Fly Down Flak Valley Toward Vienna 





By Sgt. ALLEN PALMER 
Staff Correspondent 


WITH THE 15TH AAF, Feb. 23—The Vienna bombing run is something that airmen talk about 
these days, but not while they are making it, because the run has to be made down a really tough 


flak alley. 


The other afternoon in an operations hut of the 15th AAF, nine airmen, the crew of a Lib- 
erator, stood in a happy huddle in the far corner and talked about it. 

Their happiness wasn’t altogether because they had come back unscathed from the Vienna run. 
That had something to do with it, but mainly they were in a happy frame because the Vienna 





run they had made had been 
their last mission. They were 
due for a rest. 

That morning when they gath- 
ered for the usual briefing, they 
hoped for an easy bomb run on 
their last trip. In six months of 
flying together they had been over 
most of the "name” targets hit by 
the 15th AAF — Friedrichshaven, 
their first flight; Budapest, Bel- 
grade, Munich, Odertal and Breslau. 


CAUSE FOR PAUSE 

When Vienna was named as the 
target for their iast run, something 
of a hush went over the assembled 
crewmen. Vienna’s a tough run, all 
agreed. If the weatherman says 
"Cavu,” your nerves jump a little 
more, because "Cayvu” means that 
the ceiling and visibility are un- 
limited, and the bombers form a 
clear picture in the aiming eyes of 
Nazi ack-ack gunners. 

For the nine men, there wasn’t 
much talking during the Vienna 
run, . it now that it was over there 
was plenty. 

The lucky men were: ng Capt. 
David W. Thorn of Shelby, Mont.; 
co-pilot, Lt. Harold J. Geiger of 
Little Rock, Ark.; navigator, Lt. 
Hymen Gassner of Chicago; engi- 
neer, T-Sgt. Albert Walker of De- 
troit; radio operator, T-Sgt. Virgil 
Kirkpatrick of Ingleside, Texas; 
waist gunner, S-Sgt. Wilbur O. 
Hammond of Guilford, Me.;. ball 
gunner, S-Sgt. P. J. McDonough 
of Versailles, Mo.; tail gunner, 
S-Sgt. A. J. Diprima of Chicago, 
and nose gunner, S-Sgt. John A. 
Lofty of Milwaukee. 

They described the Vienna run 
as the most heavily defended air 
target on the 15th AAF’s list. 





Everyone knows the reason: The 














86th Fighter Group 
Passes 3,000 Mark 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Feb. 
23—The 86th Thunderbolt Fighter 
Group of the 12th AAF flew its 
3,000th mission recently in sup- 
port of Allied ground forces in 
Italy. The mission, led by Lt. 
Wallace A. Hoftiezer of Oostburg, 
Wis.. was directed against enemy 
guns south of Massa. 

Commanded by Col. Earl E. 
Bates of Winnetka, Ill., the group 
flew its first mission from an air- 
field near Korba, Tunisia, in July, 
1943, just before the Sicilian in- 
vasion. 











Austrian capital is the main control 
and distribution center for the Hun- 
garian front and for Kesselring’s 
line in Italy. Also there are nearby 
oil targets. At every briefing of 
Vienna, the briefing officer seems 
to report a larger number of flak 
guns, the airmen say. 


THOUGHTFUL SHLENCE 

Crews back from the Vienna run, 
like these nine men for whom it 
was a last mission, say there is none 
of the usual chatter on the intér- 
flight communication sets as planes 
wing their ways to Vienna. Every- 
one is guiet, tense, and probably 
thinking only of the solid barrage 
of flak sure to come. After the 
bombing and when they turn away 
from Vienna, the chatter begins to 
crackle through the intercom. The 
chatter is thicker than the flak and 


louder than usual, because the relief 
is greater after leaving Vienna. 

The men of this last-mission 
crew had other than Vienna scares 
to talk about. They’ve had many 
close calls, and miraculous escapes. 
Their ship has been sieved. Once 
over Belgrade flak tore hell out of 
the nose gunner’s turret, and once 
it knocked the flak suit from the 
navigator’s hands. But they’ve never 
returned to base with less than four 
engines turning over. 

Over Vienna, the crew had one 
of their old buddies with them, Lt. 
Wylie R. Chatworthy of Memphis, 
Tenn. He used to be their bom- 
bardier. He got so good, they say, 
he was taken away to fly as a 
group leader’s bombardier. He has 
seven more missions to go, but on 
their last mission he flew with his 
buddies. 


Nazi Deposits, Credits 
Frozen In Switzerland 


BERNE, Feb. 23 (AP)—Switzer- 
land has made one of the most im- 
portant contributions of this war 
toward assuring financial justice in 
the postwar world by freezing Ger- 
man deposits and credits. 

The step, announced last night, 
will permit the examination of all 
accounts to determine what may be 
the hidden Nazi funds and treasures 
taken from occupied lands. 

It fits in with the Dumbarton 
Oaks resolutions, which are a vital 
point in British, -~American and 








French economic negotiations begun 
last Monday. 











BARNABY 


That public library!... Every 
research work on us pixies is 
@ libelous lie! ... We're called 
“imaginary creatures in folk 
superstition’! Cushlamochree! 


























(Courtesy Chicago Sun Syndicate) 


By CROCKETT JOHNSON 















1 found a few undocumented 
and dilettantish reports with 
an occasional bit of truth in 
them. But on FICTION shelves! 
No wonder your dad is prone 
to doubt my very existence! 





























I think if you just bust in on 
Pop and say you really exist— 











My word against all 
those charlatans he 
accepts as scientific 
outhorities? . .. No. 











CROCKE 

















JOHNSO 
He'd never 4 
believe me, ! guess maybe 
Barnaby... he wouldn’t, 
Mr. O'Malley. 
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Coaches. The Boys . ... The New Mrs, Eddie Collins . . 
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Left—Lucille Hecker, 26-year-old girls’ health ed te 
Bronx Vocational School, recently took over the boys’ basket- 
ball team due to a manpower shortage but they’ve lost four 
straight thus far. Above—Eddie Collins, general manager of 
the Boston Red Sox and his bride, the former Emily Jane Hall. 
Right—Heavyweight champ S-Sgt. Joe Louis missed the sec- 
ond birthday of his daughter, Jacqueline, who is celebrating 


with Mrs. Marva Trotter Louis. 
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Wrestling Villains In Demand, 
Preferably Without Ethics 


If you weigh in the neighborhood of 250 pounds, have a face 
like Frankenstein after a bad night and possess fair-to-middling 
histrionic talents, we can steer you into a pastepot full of dough. 

All you need to do is get in touch with one of the big wrestling 
combines, or beef trusts, as they are sometimes called, and your fortune 
is made. A knowledge of wrestling is superfluous. All you will have 
to do is bash in the face of your opponent, who will always be the 
hero type, and those curious creatures known as rasslin’ fans will 
flock to the arena to hiss you and sometimes bounce beer bottles off 
your noggin. 

Your unseemly treatment of the hero should always be under- 
handed. For instance, while the band is playing the National Anthem 
before the match starts and the hero is thrilling to the music with his 
fine blond head thrown proudly back, you simply ease up behind him 
and crack his skull with the back of your hand. From then on you 
will be a terrific drawing card and will play to packed houses wherever 
you go. 

The above procedure probably sounds a bit extreme. but such a 
case was recorded in Australia about four years ago. The band was 
tooting God Save. the King when George K.O. Koverly, one of the 
deepest dyed heavies of the grunt and groan pastime, walked up and 
belted his opponent, Thunderbolt Ted Cox, in the jaw with his taped 
right fist. Cox’s jaw was broken and Koverly landed in the pokey 
charged with attempted manslaughter. Before Thunderbolt’s jaw was 
pronounced healed it had cost him 12,000 bucks, while his assailant 
was assessed 2,500 dollars in fines. 


Method In His Madness 


Whether the attack was in the script and Koverly was just too 
enthusiastic in his delivery is not known, but it remains that he became 
a tremendous crowd lurer throughout Australia. 

And if the entire business originated in the fertile brain of 
Koverly, he was not without a logical explanation. When the pro- 
moter, Joe Donohue, asked him what the hell he meant by breaking 
Thunderbolt’s jaw while the band was playing God Save the King, 
K.O. replied, ”Aw, hell, they’ve been saving that King long enough— 
for centuries.” 

Offhand, that may sound like a pretty lame excuse for mayhem, 
but not if you know wrestlers. 

This department used to be a redhot rasslin’ fan back in the 
days when the burpers were just beginning to go in for the flying 
mares, airplane spins, dropkicks, etc. We would boil over with rage 
when the villain tried his foul tricks on the hero, never stopping to 
examine the coincidence that the villain never won a bout. He would 
invariably fall a victim of his own perfidy and right would triumph 
in the end. The hero would beat down a series of villains and then be 
matched with the champion, or one of the champions (Joe Stecher 
was the world’s champ in our town). 

It never occurred to us to look askance at the tug and grunt 
racket until one night Dick Daviscourt, one of the very first wrestling 
badmen, and wholesome Jim Browning were brought together in what 
was advertised far and wide as the Grudge Match of the Century. 
If you wanted to have your head slapped off, it was said, all you had 
to do was mention Daviscourt to Browning or vice versa. 

_ When the two lithe athletes were herded into the same room to 
sign articles for the bout, the police department was prevailed upon 
to _— oF ger vom of yey hed avert murder. 

e final outcome of their shindig has been forgotten, 
the course of the battle they did on “a mn Cae 
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Green Bay Hands 
Trafton His Release 


GREEN BAY, Wis., Feb. 23 (ANS) 
—Curly Lambeau, coach of the 
Green Bay Packers, announced yes- 
terday that George (Brute) Trafton 
had been given 
his release as line | 
coach because of 
wartime condi- = 
tions. 

Trafton, a pro 
grid great with 
the Chicago 
Bears, coached 
the forward wall 
of the National 
League cham- 
pions last year 
under a one-year 
contract and ac- 
cording to Lam- 
beau did "an 
excellent job.” 

The Packers recently added Wal- 
ter Keisling, former Packer lineman 
and head coach at Pittsburgh, as 
assistant coach. 








LAMBEAU 


Rangers Top Wings, 5-3; 
Within Two Points Of 4th 


NEW YORK, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
The New York Rangers put on a 
four-goal spurt in the first period 
to defeat the Detroit Red Wings, 
5-3, before 13,000 fans at the Gar- 
den last night and move to within 
two points of fourth place in the 
National Hockey League. 

Jack Mann, who's been playing 
with amateurs” in the afternoons 
and the Blueshirts at night, was 
the leading light of the first-period 
outburst with one goal and two 
assists. Guy Labrie netted two 
goals and Walter Atanas made the 
other one in the opening period 
for the Patrickmen. 


Demaret Wins 


PENSACOLA, Fia., Feb. 23 (ANS) 
—Jimmy Demaret of the Corpus 
Christi Naval Air Station, and his 
partner, R. V. Coe, yesterday won 
the Pro-Amateur prelude to the 





6,500-dollar war bond open golf 
tournament starting here today. 


Major Sports 


sports which involve individuals 


Await ODT 


Ruling On Cut In Travel 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (ANS)—The Office of Defense Trans- 
portation Directives which laid low baseball’s All-Star game and 
called for a general 25 percent reduction in travel has the other 
sports wondering what’s in store for them. 

Basketball and hockey teams still travel in groups and other 


such as boxing, golf and tennis 





Big A's, Brownies 
In Crucial Cage Tilt 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Feb. 23— 
Buffalo Big A’s and Brownies’ Boys 
will meet Saturday night in what 
may be the title game of the 5th 
Army basketball championship tour- 
nament. 

The Big A’s, made up three for- 
mer members of the Renaissance 
and several standout college players, 
routed Happy Destroyers, 77-37, last 
night and under the double defeat 
method the Destroyers were elimi- 
nated. Pfc. Sonny Woods was high 
scorer with 17 points in his team’s 
well divided attack. 

Brownies’ Boys remain as the only 
unbeaten team and a victory over 
the Buffalo five will give them the 
5th Army crown and a place in the 
zone playoffs. If the Big A’s win, 
however, a playoff will be necessary 
on Monday night for the title. 


Rough Riders Remain 
Unbeaten In PBS Play 


PENINSULAR BASE HEAD- 
QUARTERS, Feb. 23 — The 522nd 
Port Battalion "Rough Riders” 
defeated the 134th QM "Spare 
Parts,” 50-45, to remain as the only 
unbeaten team in the PBS ad- 
vanced units double elimination 
teurnament. Eight teams remain 
of the original 24, seven of them 
with one defeat. 

The 522nd Port five will meet the 
92nd Division representatives Wed- 
nesday, Feb. » in a challenge 
game. The payday date was ar- 














ranged for obvious reasons. 


are undoubtedly in for some cur- 
tailmen.i. 

The ODT said a formal announce- 
ment of policy, which will be forth- 
coming shortly, will clarify such 
points as: will the intercollegiate 
basketball tournaments such as the 
NCAA in Kansas City and New 
York and the National Invitation 
be affected? What is its attitude 
toward basketball tournaments in 
light of its order to baseball to re- 
frain from playing in places other 
than the home park of one contest- 
ing team? What will happen to the 
Drake and Penn Relays and other 
track meets? When will restrictions 
on other sports than baseball be 
applied? 

OTHER SPORTS 

Although no indication was given 
as to just when the ODT would lay 
down the law to other sports it was 
announced that special attention ° 
would be given the foregoing ques- 
tions and a "starting time” for re- 
strictive policies would be an- 
nounced soon. 

While at first glance it would 
appear that baseball bore the brunt 


_lof the directives, the fact is that 


Ford Frick and Will Harridge, Na- 
tional and American League presie 
dents, are happier than they have 
been in months. They know just 
where they stand in the matter of 
travel. All they seek now is some 
assurance from the WMC that 
they’ll have enough men to play. 





PCL WAY AHEAD 


LOS ANGELES, Feb. 23 (ANS)— 
Clarence Rowland, president of the 
Pacific Coast League, says his loop 
is way ahead of the ODT request of 
a 25 percent reduction in travel by 
baseball teams. Rowland pointed out 
the PCL was the only league playing 
seven-game series and that the 
practice saves almost 50 percent of 
the ordinary traveling. 
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everything to each other except 
perform an appendectomy. They 
belted one another all over the 
place with fists, elbows, knees, 
feet and skull. They waded knee- 
deep in gore. Here were two men 
who hated each other to pieces. 
Later that night we thought to 
erase the memory of this savage 
brawl from our mind with a cup 
of Thompson’s coffee. But when 
we entered the restaurant, what 
do you suppose we found? You 
know damned well what we found. 
We found Daviscourt and Brown- 
ing discussing family life over 
ham and eggs. 
Since then we have not believed 
implicitly in wrestling. 
—Sgt. ED NIXON 


Basketball Scores 


Buckley Field 68, Fort Logan 31. 
Oklahoma Aggies 23, Oklahoma 17. 
Otterbein 67, Ashland 40. 

Phillips Oilers 64, Drake 39. 
Wesleyan 39, Connecticut 31. 


DICK TRACY 

















(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News 


Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 
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YOU MEAN THE ¥Y EXACTLY, 














IT’S IN THE MANDOLIN. 
T'LL- HAND IT TO YOU 
\ AFTER THE NEXT A 
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By ‘Birthday’ Battle 
Featuring Fisticutfs 
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What’s Up? Red Army Major _ |Long-Awaited Alfied cya Becomes Bride 
Asks In Phone Call To Berlin) Offensive In West | And Mother To Ten 


Started, Say Nazis| Sy %2t so.r*.".com 









































































MOSCOW, Feb. 23 (Reuter’s)—Major Sergeyev of the Red 











the stepmother of ten 
Army just had a ee chat A. A on re last week When she was married 
It happened after unit urs a Tman to 46- 
before the astonished Frauleins at the local telephone exchange | |. , (Continued .~ Ss tast| old —— — oo yy 3 chihaven WASHINGTON, Feb. 33 (ANS) 
had time to give warning of what was happening. and particularly during House of Representative Democrats 
ad gi g Pp g four weeks were her schoolmates and are : 
Sergeyev, who speaks German fluently, ordered them to "In ether words,” the Secretary| several years her senior. a most severe dignity 
put him through to the Burgomaster of Berlin. The following |o¢ war said, "General Eisenhower's Mrs. O. J. Brown, mother of sar A — to cope with the 
conversation then took place: hand has been greatly strength-} the school girl, gave her consent —— Birthday” 
"Hello, Salzberg, the Burgomaster’s secretary speaking.” ened.” to the marriage and was a wit- —- uproarious fight on the 
"I want the Burgomaster.” The German report said that the} ness. The ceremony took place rd ; ee a en 
»The Burgomaster is out. Would I do?” the secretary asked. |9th and ist Armies’ offensive began! + Girard, Kan., and the license aa Saas ae fisticuffs are against 
"Very well. This is the Burgomaster of X. How do you find |at 0545 hours this morning and that] Yich was issued by Judge Rob- me eS Wenee ane Sey tr 
things in Berlin?” at that time American tanks at- ert W. Colborn listed the ? the derportment of Congressmen 
” ‘ ‘ tempted to cross the Roer north ° age 0 somehow ped John ‘D 
z Oh, Se bay A. | the Russians are not far off. And of Linnich while infantry did the| Mrs. Houdeshell as 17 and Mr. ; bn — — = 
what is the situation in X?” _o” Houdeshell as 30. Miss.), Frank d 
"Excellent. ‘The Russians took it an hour ago.” ER Ay Soap cake sathocaen oak. ene 
"Stop your silly jokes! I shall report you to the Burgo- Unued, Te ere instantly as ” 
master.” rown in, engag e enemy ® : House Republicans stayed out 
Mt are welcome to report me to Hitler himself.” ye fighting which is still going 5th Refains Gains -¥ gurls on A er x do now" 
p o are you?” ° ying, "That’s a mocratic 
_.” ” The offensive was preceded by fight.” Floor Leader Jose Wil- 
‘A Soviet officer. Cheerio. I shall be seeing you soon he [the my oe a Be . Ae — wi 
An hour later a German passenger train arrived at the I — pb tne entities fner feenk. liam Lat — FR BK, yh 
town coming from the east. The Russians had a difficult time [ine Nazi report continued. "At the Re Clare A Hoff . 
trying to persuade the engineer and the guard that the train |same time, German strongpoints — Mich), a - 4 * 
could go no further. The irate guard even threatened to lodge a |west of the Roer main front line (Continued from page 1) the fight started. a was at. 
complairst with the Reich Minister of Railways. and immediately to the rear were fo tacking the CIO Political Action 
i bombarded with artificial fog and|Ccliffs under cover of darkness made/Committee, as he does frequently, 
phosphorous shells. the general attack on Belvedere}when Hook arose to defend the CIO 


followed by Rankin who jumped 
into the sion. 
VERBAL BARRAGE 

Round 2 was opened by Rankin 
with a barrage of sti words. He 
referred to the Fair ployment 
Practices Committee and, looking 
at Hook, said "those dirty Commu- 


is associated with.” Waving his 
right arm up and down, Hook coun- 
tered with "you’re a dirty liar!” 

In Round 3, Rankin Appeared to 
raise his right arm in a gesture and 
then tangled with Hook. They ex- 
changed feeble blows, clinched, and 
then Rankin held Hook’s head 
against his chest while he tugged 
fiercely at Hook’s hair. 

It was a full minute before other 
Congressmen, about 100 of whom 
wére on hand, realized what was 
happening. They rushed to the 
House floor to tug the battlers apart, 
with one group grabbing Rankin 
and another group grabbing Hook. 
The two contestants were then pro- 
pelled to chairs a safe ten yards 
apart. 

The whole affair threw the House 
into a tremendous uproar for Wash- 
ington had never had a birthday in 
Congress like this before. 


INSULTED—GROSSLY 


When semi-quiet reigned again, 
Rankin explained he was grossly in- 
sulted and Hook said that he was 
the guy who had been insulted first. 

Rep. Robert Ramspeck (D., Ga.), 
Acting Speaker of the House, said 
the incident was "very unfortunate 
and the sooner forgotten the bet- 
ter. It doesn’t help the country to 
have such incidents occur and it is 
particularly regrettable during time 
of war.” 

Such incidents have been rare in 
the House of Representatives but 
they are covered by the Constitu- 


Front-line dispatches from the/|possible, was still a focal point of 
Canadian ist Army sector showed|German counterattacks. The north- 

ge s |ernmost point of the ridge, Pizzo di 
~~ Campiano, had sustained at least 

Si = ten good-sized German assaults— 
all of which had been beaten off. 
The latest occurred last night and 
the sharp firefight went on for two 
hours before the attackers were 
driven back. 

Pizzo di Campiano is important 
because from it one has perfect ob- 
servation on Belvedere as well as 
on the Silla Valley Road over which 
the 5th Army troops must supply 
its attacks. 


Coordinated Air Drive 
On Germany Continued 


(Continued from page 1) 
cation that it was another assault; which the Germans supply the 
to scramble rail communications by | Russian front. 


ly 5, Approximately 40,000 airmen 
probably 5,600 planes representing from five different Allied air com- 


all seven of the Allied air com- : , 
mands in this theater and Italy. mands joined in yesterday’s day 
light bomb deluge by more than 
Reports from Paris said that the/7909 planes on more than 100 
continental-based planes were hav-| different communications targets 
ing a big day and the German/from Denmark to Austria. Bombers 
radio late this afternoon was still/and fighters from Britain, Italy, Campiano has been a hot spot 
issuing warnings of new bomber|France, Belgium and The Nether-|pielq Marshal Montgomery's forces| 2>t from the beginning with the 
formations coming in over Hol- lands were coordinated into blitz |to be rolling on beyond newly-cap- wn Ry BH a 
. orce even larger an the one m tacks ccessi om 
It was the llth straight day of|sent into the sky on Normandy’s es pong Ry SE ing the first 48 hours after the po- 
ruinous attacks on Germany from|D-day and designed to knock out!to the southeast toward the Sieg- sition was taken. But men of Com- 
° the west and the south, by 15,000/the Nazi communications network |frieq Line bastion at Calcar. Other|P2™%, 4; commanded by Lt. James 
planes in the 48 hours preceding|serving both the western and east-lunits pushed one and one-half hy = = Pee om a 
= 8 operations. ern fronts. miles east toward the Rhine. Be-|tions. were able to turn them all 
‘argets of the 8th Air Force] Enemy-held territory between the|tween occupied Goch and Udem Pal m 
were located in a triangular arc} western and eastern fronts was di-|Scottish troops shook off a series back although it was often nip- 
stretching from Leipzig to south] vided into five sectors and assigned|of Nazi counterattacks and gained —etee. Once the Krauts actu- 
of Nurnberg—junctions through|to the British-based 8th AAF, the|200 yards. ~- A Kd a ag Oe B— — 
Ttaly-besed 15th AAF and the Brit-| Meanwhile, Lt. Gen. George S.|hand grenan .  eauir (hake last 
> nd TAP, the oth TAF and the|patton’s 3rd Army made a second] few yards. 
French Collaborator oem st TAF, all based in/and third crossing of the Saar River| iIn‘order to stop them, Lt. Frank 
bat ergy Bae in the vicinity of Saarburg and/p, Gorham Jr., and Lt. Malcolm C. 
: The assignments, utilizing a new/house to house fighting was in|Stewart, field artillery observers up 
. technique which sent many small/progress at Serrig, two and one-/on Campiano, ordered artillery and 
acing ur er ap groups of planes over a great many/half miles south of Saarburg. Be-|other support to fire on their own 
targets, had for their objectives/tween Echternach and Prum to the] positions. It did the job, the bursts 
many rail centers which had never /north, other 3rd Army forces cap-|catching the Krauts exposed on the 
me n bombed before, but whose/tured five towns and made gains} walls of the cone but doing little 
RIS, Feb. 23—Charles Maur-jimportance has increased with the/yp to two and one-half miles on injury to the Yanks deep in their 
ras, aged French Royalist leader,|/destruction of many of the major|g 15-mile front. ace’ enn top of th a 
who ‘already has been sentenced|rail points within the Reich. The American 7th Army cut the} Of the hon Aen nies hemes” which 
to life imprisonment for collabor-| The 8th AAF spread more than|Forbach-Saarbrucken road and rail-|pave come down by word of mouth 
ation with the enemy, is to face|2,200 bombers and fighters over aj/way line and battered its way tolfrom the men on Riva Ridge, one 
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industrial town into another Bres- 





bus, bastion of the Spree River line, 
which Koniev’s must over- 
come before they strike directly at 
Berlin, they sought to span the 
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peepee, (forward through four captured sub- 








urbs. 

From Marshal George Zhukov’s 
middle Oder sector, east of Berlin, 
no official information. was re- 
leased, and it. appeared that a re- 
sumption of the offensive waited 
upon additional progress by Koniev. 

Still pounding seaward through 
the Polish Corridor, Marshal Kon- 
stantin Rokossovsky’s troops cap- 
tured a town two miles outside the 
Vistula port of Mew and reached 
to within 31 miles of Danzig. 

Last night’s communique con- 
firmed the capture of Zinten, 17 
miles southwest of Koenigsberg. 
The Germans were unable to resist 
Red Army pressure in East Prussia 
and withdrew from five other towns 
besides Zinten. 
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